
 

 

 
 
 
 
Foundation Only Permit Checklist 
 
In some instances, you may apply for foundation only permits to begin construction before the 
complete plans are approved for permitting.  The following items are required for foundation 
only permits: 
 

• A signed and notarized letter from the contractor of record requesting a foundation only 
permit and stating that they are proceeding at their own risk without assurance that a 
permit for the remainder of the work will be granted: and that corrections may be 
required in order to meet the provisions of the technical codes and/or ordinances, laws, 
rules and regulations. 

• Completed Threshold Inspectors Package, if applicable. 
• Soil report. 
• Approved site plan showing building placement on the property. 
• Foundation plan with applicable sections and details, piles, pile caps, grade beams, 

footings, etc. 
• Basic life safety plan stamped “For Referenced Only”, if commercial 
• Elevations 
• Under slab MEP’s, fire system pipe sleeving and conduit path, if applicable (must be 

included in the scope of work). 
• Completed Building Permit Application  
• (Available at https://www.cityoffortpierce.com/131/Building-Department )  

 

Foundation Plans Should: 
• Be signed and sealed by a professional registered engineer, with all construction materials 

and methods specified; 
• Provide building’s occupancy classification, square footage, and occupant load, if 

applicable.  Floor plan showing required plumbing fixtures. 
• Identify type of construction; 
• Address all structural requirements, soil conditions/analysis, termite protection, design 

loads, wind loads, finished floor elevations, and building height in stories and feet; 
• Thoroughly describe the location, nature, and extent of the proposed work; 
• Identify the FEMA flood zone requirements; 
• Identify any and all trades that must be placed and inspected prior to foundation system 

placement; 
• Specify monolithic or mat slab foundation requirements; and  
• Indicate if finished floor is included in the foundation permit scope of work 

Do not include any other information such as floor and interior finishes. 

https://www.cityoffortpierce.com/131/Building-Department


 

Site Plan should include: 
• Proposed location of the structure with dimensioned distances from the property lines 

and other structures on the same site with vehicle use areas and landscaped areas 
identified: 

• 20ft wide Fire department vehicle access; 
• Fire hydrant locations 

 



 

 
 

Agreement for Foundation Only Permit 
 
This agreement is made and entered into this  ___________ day of ________ 20 ___, 

(hereinafter referred to as The Effective Date) by and between the City of Fort Pierce 

(hereinafter referred to as the “City”), a Florida municipal corporation, and ) 

________________________________ (hereinafter referred to as “indemnitor”).  

Collectively, the city and _________________________ shall be referred to as the 

“Parties.” 

 
RECITALS 

 
A. Indemnitor is the owner/agent of the real property described on Exhibit “A” hereto (the 

“Property”). 
 

B. Indemnitor has requested a permit (the “Foundation Permit”) for the construction of a 
foundation (the “Foundation Improvements”) prior to the approval of plans for the 
building(s) to be constructed on such foundation (the “Building Plan approval”). 

 
C. The CITY is willing to issue the foundation Permit prior to Building Plan Approval on the 

condition that Indemnitor execute and deliver this agreement. 
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE: in consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein and other good 
and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, 
Indemnitor agrees as follows: 
 

1. Recitals.  The recitals set forth above are true, correct, and incorporated herein by 
reference. 
 

2. Acknowledgement.  Indemnitor acknowledges and agrees that the permission granted 
herein does not guarantee the approval and /or issuance of any building permit(s), and 
therefore, indemnitor acknowledges and agrees that any work commenced early shall be 
performed at the Indemnitor’s sole risk (the “early commencement Risk”).  Specifically, 
and without limitation.  Indemnitor acknowledges that the work commenced early may 
ultimately not be in accordance with the City, County, and State requirements, and may 



be required to be modified and/or removed at Indemnitor’s sole expense.  The CITY shall 
have no responsibility or liability, whatsoever, for any costs incurred by Indemnitors or 
any of its contractors, subcontractors or consultants, related to the work commenced 
early.  All such Early Commencement Risk is the sole responsibility of the indemnitor. 

 
Indemnitor further acknowledges and agrees that issuance of the Foundation 

Permit does not guarantee Building Plan Approval, and therefore Indemnitor 
acknowledges and agrees that any Foundation Improvements made by Indemnitor 
pursuant to the Foundation Permit shall be at indemnitor’s own risk.  Specifically, and 
without limitation, Indemnitor acknowledges that the Foundation Improvements 
performed pursuant to the Foundation Permit may ultimately not be in accordance with 
the Building Plan Approval and as such, the Foundation Improvements may be required 
to be modified and/or removed at the Indemnitor’s sole cost.  The City shall have no 
responsibility or liability whatsoever for any costs incurred by the Indemnitor or any of 
its contractors, subcontractors or consultants related to the Foundation Permit and 
Foundation Improvements.  All such Early Commencement Risk is the responsibility of 
the Indemnitor. 

 
3. Hold Harmless.  Upon issuance of the Foundation permit by the city, Indemnitor hereby 

agrees to indemnify, defend, protect, save, and hold harmless the city as well as City 
employees, elected and appointed officials, attorney, and agents, from and against any 
and all claims, loss, cost or damage including but not limited to reasonable attorney’s fees 
and costs including appellate fees and costs in connection with the Early Commencement 
Risk, Foundation Improvements, or the Foundation Permit, including without limitation  
the possibility of having to remove the Foundation improvements if such Foundation 
Improvements are not consistent with the Building Plan Approval that may ultimately be 
received. 
 

4. Miscellaneous.  This agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the 
Parties and their respective heirs, successors and assigns.  This Agreement, and any 
agreements, documents and instruments executed in connection herewith, shall be 
governed by the law of the State of Florida.  If any provision, or any portion of any 
provision of this Agreement shall be invalid or unenforceable, or if the application of any 
provisions or any portion therefore to any person or circumstances shall be held invalid 
or unenforceable, the remaining portion of such provision, or such provision as it applies 
to other persons or circumstances, and the remaining provisions, shall not be affected 
thereby.  This agreement may be amended, superseded or cancelled only by a written 
instrument signed by the Parties.  In connection with any ligation arising out of this 
Agreement, the prevailing party shall be entitled to recover all costs and fees, including 
cost of collection and reasonable attorney’s fees incurred and all court costs and fees 
incurred in connection with any appeal of a lower court decision. 

 
 
 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Indemnitor has executed the Agreement on the day and they year first 
written above. 
 
Indemnitor 
 
_____________________________   ____________ 
Signature         Date 
 
______________________________________________________ 
Printed Name and Title 
 
State of Florida 
County of St. Lucie  
 
The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ______ day of ____________, 
in the year ________, by ____________________________, who has taken an oath 
and is personally known to me or has produced __________________ as identification. 
 
 
__________________________ 
Notary Public, State of Florida 
 
My Commission Expires: 


