
PROPERTY PROTECTION MEASURES
Every year, flooding causes more property damage in the
United States than any other type of natural disaster.  While
recent construc�on prac�ces and regula�ons have made
new homes less prone to flooding,  many exis�ng structures
remain suscep�ble.  Throughout the country there is a grow-
ing interest from property owners to develop prac�cal and
cost effec�ve
methods for
reducing or
elimina�ng
exposures to
flooding.  Sev-
eral effec�ve
ways include
acquisi�on and reloca�on of a building to a site not subject to
flooding, construc�on of floodwalls or berms to keep water
away from the property, or retrofi�ng structures to make
them flood proof.  Retrofi�ng is a different approach from
the other ways because the property itself remains subject to
flooding while the building is modified to prevent or mini-
mize flooding of habitable space.  

There are several recognizable approaches to retrofi�ng:
� Eleva�on of the structure above flood protec�on levels
� Construc�on of barriers (floodwalls, berms)
� Dry flood proofing (water �ght floor and wall systems)
� Wet flood proofing (permits entry and passage of flood     

waters)

In the event of pending flood threat, it is always advisable to take
the following emergency ac�ons:
� Sand bagging to reduce erosion and scouring
� Elevate furniture above flood protec�on levels
� Create floodway openings in non-habitable areas such   as     

garage doors.
� Seal off sewer lines to the dwelling to prevent the back

flow of sewer waters.

DRAINAGE SYSTEM MAINTENANCE
A community can lose a por�on of its drainage system carry-
ing or storage capacity due to dumping, debris, soil erosion,
sedimenta�on, and overgrowth of vegeta�on.  When this
happens, flooding occurs more frequently and reaches
higher eleva�on, subjec�ng proper�es otherwise protected
to unnecessary risk of damage.  Keep grass clippings and
other debris out of stormwater drainage systems to prevent
clogging and loss of stormwater storage and treatment ca-
pacity.
If you experience any localized drainage problems, including
illegal stream dumping please no�fy the City at 772-460-
2200 x409 or x410 so that the problem can be addressed.

FLOOD PLAIN DEVELOPMENT 
PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

Any development in the flood plain requires a building per-
mit.  If you suspect that illegal flood plain development is oc-
curring call the Building Department 772-460-2200  x231.
Contact the Building Department before you build on or alter
your property.

SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE OR 
IMPROVEMENT REQUIREMENTS

Substan�al improvement shall mean any combina�on of re-
pair, reconstruc�on, altera�on, or improvements to a build-
ing, taking place during a 60 month period, in which the
cumula�ve cost equals or exceeds 50% of the market value 
of the building.  The market value of the building should be
(1) the appraised value of the building prior to the start of the
ini�al repair or improvement, or (2) in the case of damage,
the value of the building prior to the damage occurring. The
exis�ng building is then required to meet the same standards
as a new building. For residen�al structures, these require-
ments typically mean raising the living area of the building to
the base flood eleva�on in accordance with current codes.
The Building Department offers flood protec�on assistance
by providing informa�on and advice regarding  retro-fi�ng
and flood control techniques. You may call 772-460-2200 x
256 and speak to a Building Inspector. The Building Depart-
ment has completed eleva�on cer�ficates on file.  Please call
772-460-2200 x274 to request the informa�on. 

EVACUATION ROUTES
Orange Avenue (west)
Virginia Avenue (west)
Midway Road (west)
St. Lucie Blvd (west)
I-95 (north)
Florida Turnpike (north)

MANY PEOPLE MAY HAVE TO EVACUATE
In order to prevent widespread loss of life, it may be neces-
sary  for many persons to evacuate their homes if a storm
threatens a direct hit on St. Lucie County.  If this becomes nec-
essary, authori�es will broadcast announcements as to
which locali�es should be evacuated.
If too many residents are too slow in evacua�ng, bridges and
causeway may become congested and people could be
trapped.

Anyone  living  in a low-lying locale which may be swept over
by high �des or storm surges, should go to a pre-arranged
safe loca�on or travel completely outside the threatened
area. Fill your vehicle with gas ahead of �me to avoid lines at
service sta�ons.  If you are going to drive anywhere prior to
the storm, do it early.  Help  prevent traffic �e-ups and avoid
storm damage.  As winds become more forceful, they will
make vehicles harder to control, as well as filling roads with
debris.  Pavement  may become undermined and collapse
under the  weight of a car.

If you are reloca�ng outside the threatened area, carry a cur-
rent road map and follow a route that stays away from
seashores, lakes, canals, etc. As the storm comes ashore,
roads near major water bodies may flood even if they are
several miles inland.

Cash
Foods (canned goods and
non-perishable foods)
Drinking water - 2 gallons per
person per day
Iden�fica�on, valuable
papers, 
insurance policies and pho-
tos in waterproof containers
Personal hygiene items
Utensils such as: manual can 
opener, disposable plates,

cups, forks, knives

Prescrip�on
medica�ons
Books, magazines,
cards, toys and games
Infant care items
Ba�ery operated  radio
Flashlight or lantern
First aid kit
Extra ba�eries
Blanket, sheet, pillow
Change of clothing
Rainwear

FLOOD INSURANCE
For many people, their home and its contents repre-
sent their greatest investment. Property losses due to
flooding are not covered under most standard home-
owners insurance policies.  You can protect your home
and its contents with flood insurance through the Na-
�onal Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  The NFIP is a
federal program established by Congress in 1969 which
enables property owners to buy flood insurance at rea-
sonable rates in par�cipa�ng communi�es. In return,
par�cipa�ng communi�es carry out flood manage-
ment measures designed to protect life and property
from future flooding.   St. Lucie County has par�cipated
in the NFIP since 1981.  Flood Plain maps may be
viewed in the City’s Building Department and on-line
www.cityoffortpierce.com.  To find out more about
flood insurance, contact your insurance agent. Typically
there is a 30 day wai�ng period before a flood insur-
ance policy takes effect, so do not wait un�l a storm
threatens.

Building Coverage
Single Family Dwelling                $250,000
Other $250,000
Non-residen�al $500,000

Contents Coverage
Residen�al $100,000
Non-residen�al $500,000

Evacua�on Kit



THE  LOCAL FLOOD HAZARD
Flooding in St. Lucie County is
caused by heavy rainfall that
occurs in short periods of �me,
common during summer
thunderstorms.  However,
the greatest flood threats
come from the excessive
amounts of rainfall that ac-
company coastal storms, tropical storms and hurricanes.  Just
in the past decade, damaging floods have hit St. Lucie County
on these dates:
� Sept 14-17, 2001 (Tropical Storm Gabrielle)
� Aug. 3-Sept 14 ,2004 (Hurricanes Charley,Frances,Ivan 
and Jeanne)
� Oct. 24, 2005 (Hurricane Wilma)
� Aug. 30, 2006 (Tropical Storm Ernesto)
� Aug. 20, 2008 (Tropical Storm Fay)

THE FLOOD WARNING SYSTEM
Residents should be aware that St. Lucie County has an
Emergency Management Plan (EMP) that includes a num-
ber of warning systems, outlined below, which provide ci�-
zens with up to the minute informa�on on impending
storms or flood threats.

ST. LUCIE COUNTY EMERGENCY 
OPERATIONS CENTER (EOC)

The St. Lucie County EOC works with the ci�es, the Na�onal
Weather Service, and the Na�onal Hurricane Center to mon-
itor flood and storm threats and advise the community ac-
cordingly.  The EOC contact informa�on is 772-461-5201.  
The following sta�ons service the St. Lucie County area:
NOAA Weather Radio Frequency 162.400 MHz out of Belle
Glade Weather Radio, Police Scanner, Tunable VHF Radio,
Any AM/FM band radio receiver, TV Channels 5, 12, 25, 29
West Palm Beach, FL.

WIRA-AM1400 WJNX-AM 1330
WQCS-FM 88.9 WAVW-FM 92.7
WQOL-FM 103.7 WGYL-FM 93.7
WZZR-FM 101.7 WPSL-AM 1590

NATURAL AND BENEFICIAL FUNCTIONS 
OF THE FLOOD PLAIN

Natural flood and erosion control:Providing flood storage
and conveyance, reduce flood velocity, controls erosion of
beachfront structures; Water quality:Filters nutrients and
impuri�es from runoff.  Ground water recharge: Reduces fre-
quency and dura�on of surface flow; Biological resources:
Supports high rate of plant growth, provides breeding and
feeding grounds and enhances water flow habitat; Societal
resources:Provides open space and aesthe�c pleasures, and
in areas of scien�fic study,  provides opportuni�es for envi-
ronmental research.

FLOOD SAFETY MEASURES
You can protect yourself from flood hazards by taking meas-
ures to ensure the safety of life and property before, during
and a�er a flood .  If evacua�on becomes necessary be sure
that you turn off all u�lity services at the main connec�on.

Do not walk through flowing water.  Drowning is the number
one cause of flood deaths, mostly during flash floods.  Cur-
rents can be decep�ve; six inches of moving water can knock
you off your feet.  If you walk in standing water, use a pole or
s�ck to see how deep the water is.

Do not drive through a flooded area.  More people drown in
their cars than any where else.  Do not drive around road bar-
riers; the road or bridges further down the road may be
washed out.

Stay away from
power lines
and electrical
wires.  The
number two
flood killer
a�er drowning is electrocu�on.  Electric current can travel
through water.  Report downed power lines to the power
company or County Emergency Management Office.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Fort Pierce Building Department
Fort Pierce City Hall

100 North US Highway 1
Fort Pierce, FL 34950
772-460-2200 x261

St. Lucie County Emergency Management
101 North Rock Road
Fort Pierce, FL 34950

772-461-5201

American Red Cross
2211 South 25 Street
Ft. Pierce FL  34947

772-461-3950
Websites:

www.cityoffortpierce.com
www.stlucieco.gov/eoc

www.fema.gov

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Emergency…………....……...…....911
Ft. Pierce City Hall………..….......772-460-2200
Ft. Pierce Stormwater Hotline 772-595-1250
St. Lucie County……..….….........772-462-1100
Ft. Pierce Police Dept…….........772-461-3820
Sheriff’s Dept…………...….........772-462-7300

UTILITIES
St. Lucie County…….….............772-462-1150
FPUA……………….…..................772-466-7703

HOSPITALS
Lawnwood Regional…….........772-461-4000
St. Lucie Medical Center..........772-335-4000

ELECTRIC COMPANY
FPL………………….......................772-462-0555
FPUA…………………...................772-466-1600
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� Substan�al Improvement Requirements
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