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CHAPTER SEVEN 
 
 

RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT 
 

 

PURPOSE 
  
This Recreation and Open Space Element is an optional component of the City of Fort Pierce 
Comprehensive Plan. The inclusion of this element reflects the City’s interest, 
acknowledgement, and dedication to recreation lands and open spaces as a fundamental 
component of the community fabric. This element inventories existing recreation and open space 
opportunities that are located within the City of Fort Pierce and available for use by the general 
public. Specific types of amenities and facilities that are available at each location are also 
tabulated. Current and projected recreation needs are assessed to establish minimum Level of 
Service (LOS) standards in support of adequate recreation and open space facilities for the City’s 
residents of today and tomorrow.  
 

The purpose of this Recreation and Open Space Element is to address planning issues associated 
with a comprehensive system of public recreation and open space facilities. Inasmuch, this 
element is intended to establish a framework to guide public policy decisions and capital 
improvement outlays for recreation and open space facilities located throughout the City of Fort 
Pierce. This element concludes with a series of goals, objectives and policies that will assist the 
City in achieving recreation and open space facilities that are functionally adequate and 
sufficient to support the local population. Furthermore, these statements are intended to guide 
the decision making process relative to recreation facilities and programs, including ongoing 
maintenance, retention, refinement and facility development to assure that the needs and 
aspirations of Fort Pierce’s residents will be met throughout the foreseeable future. 
 

CLASSIFICATION OF PUBLIC RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE FACILITIES 
 

The City of Fort Pierce boasts a diverse collection of park, recreation and open space facilities. 
The City has historically grouped park and recreation facilities into a variety of categories as 
established by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and published within 
Outdoor Recreation in Florida. Those categories that apply to publicly accessible facilities 
located within the City of Fort Pierce are identified and described as follows: 
 

Regional Park – Ranging in size from 250 acres and greater, a regional park is the largest of all 
park classifications. Regional parks provide outdoor recreation opportunities for a population 
that is generally located within reach by a one-hour drive. The typical regional park will serve a 
population in excess of 100,000 and consist of 20 acres per 1,000 persons. Regional parks rely 
substantially upon natural resources and are thus sited to coincide with a concentration of 
desired, attractive and/or scenic natural resources. Physical improvements tend to be minimal 
and commonly include nature trails, passive areas, camping grounds, water-based activities, and 
picnic facilities. Parking facilities are also a common element of the regional park due to the 
large number of intended users and geographic scope of reach requiring access via motorized 
vehicles. Regional parks are designed in response to the natural characteristics of the subject 
site and immediately surrounding lands.  
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Urban-District Park – A site that is designed to serve multiple surrounding communities, a 
citywide population, or collection of approximately 50,000 persons that are located within a 
geographically defined area. Urban-district parks are most commonly located in proximity to 
developed properties; are best suited for peripheral locations of urban areas; and are easily 
accessibly to areas located within reach of a 30 to 40 minute drive. Urban-district parks ideally 
consist of 5 acres per 1,000 persons and contain no less than 100 gross acres. These facilities are 
most often improved with active recreation elements and structures such as playground 
equipment, camping facilities, athletic fields and support buildings. Typical examples of urban-
district parks include zoos, golf courses and botanical gardens.   
 

Urban Open Space – A facility that is surrounded by developed property and relies largely upon 
natural resources and elements to attract users. The urban open space customarily provides 
recreation opportunities for a neighborhood or citywide population. Size may range from a 
fraction of an acre to several acres depending upon the intended use and availability of land. 
Urban open spaces encompass linear corridors, plazas, public squares, boulevards, or other 
gathering areas within urban settings. Inasmuch, these facilities offer an air of openness within 
otherwise congested or urban settings. Common improvements within the urban open space 
include pedestrian benches, pathways, monuments, and shade structures intended to provide 
passive outdoor recreation. 
 

Community Park – A recreation facility that is situated in the vicinity of major local roadways 
and typically accessed via private automobile. The community park provides service to multiple 
neighborhoods both contiguous to the site and located within a radius of several miles. These 
facilities typically accommodate a population upwards of 25,000 and include both facilities and 
programs for most if not all segments of the local population. While a minimum of 20 acres is 
recommended, as little as 5 acres is common when collocated with public secondary schools. 
Outdoor Recreation in Florida recommends 2 acres for each 1,000 persons. Typical 
improvements consist of play equipment, athletic fields, multi-use buildings and swimming 
pools. Passive and landscape areas also serve as fundamental characteristics of park facilities 
that fall within this classification. For purposes of this Comprehensive Plan, select recreation 
sites that are equipped with boat ramp facilities have been categorized within the community 
park classification due to the relatively limited quantity of such facilities within the City of Fort 
Pierce and the intended use by the entire city boating population. 

 

Neighborhood Park – A pedestrian-oriented recreation facility that is located such that vehicular 
interaction or interference is limited. These facilities serve a population of no greater than 5,000 
residents within a short radius of approximately one-half mile from the park site. Neighborhood 
parks range in size from 5 to 10 acres with 2 acres typically being provided for each 1,000 
persons. Site design and development typically incorporate both active and passive elements 
although improvements are most often selected based upon neighborhood scale, character and 
facility needs. Typical improvements consist of picnic facilities, recreation buildings, outdoor 
courts and sport fields, as well as other amenities that respond to local recreation demands of the 
neighborhood population. 

 

Beach Access Site – Publicly-owned oceanfront properties designed to accommodate pedestrian 
access and use. Due to the limited availability and relative expense of such sites, no size 
standards are recognized for classification purposes. Access is typically (although not always) 
constrained to few select points located between an adjoining roadway and waters edge. The 
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provision of public parking is often a function of parcel size and surrounding uses. However, 
ideal scenarios will accommodate three parking spaces for every 100 square feet of beach. 
Beach widths can span wide ranges and often determine the type, size and quantity of recreation 
amenities and other physical site improvements.    
 

Although additional facility classifications are provided within Outdoor Recreation in Florida-
2000: Florida’s Statewide Recreation Plan, these classifications do not coincide with all public 
park, recreation and open space facilities that exist within the City of Fort Pierce. For purposes 
of this Comprehensive Plan, the following classifications have also been established to 
encompass the remainder of the publicly accessible recreation and open space assets found 
within the City of Fort Pierce: 
 

Special Facility – A site that offers a unique recreation opportunity or specialty facility. Special 
facilities by their nature do not lend to classification within the relatively rigid definitions 
established for other types of recreation facilities referenced above. These facilities demonstrate 
significant variations in terms of size, location, character, function and site-specific amenities. 
Site furnishings consist of man-made resources that capitalize upon the natural environment, are 
ancillary to the primary use of the site, or that require a substantial capital outlay to construct 
and maintain. 
 

School – An institution of learning that offers educational services to the local population. 
Schools often support both indoor and outdoor recreation areas that are available for public use 
outside of normal operating hours. Although this resource base is secondary to the primary 
function of such institutions, these facilities often provide immediate access to an array of 
recreation opportunities while contributing to local character. For these reasons, recreation 
facilities sited at local public schools should not be overlooked in a comprehensive assessment 
of local recreation and open space opportunities that are available for use by the general public.        
 
 

INVENTORY OF EXISTING RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE FACILITIES 
 

Table 7-1 provides an inventory of all publicly accessible park, recreation and open space areas 
located within the current municipal limits of the City of Fort Pierce. This table is organized 
according to the various classifications established in the preceding section and includes 
additional information in an effort to comprehensively detail the composition, character and 
quality of public recreation opportunities available within the City of Fort Pierce. The location 
of each facility listed in Table 7-1 is graphically depicted on Map 7-1. Map 7-2 indicates the 
location of public school sites within the City of Fort Pierce that provide recreation resources 
and recreational opportunities for the general public. 
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Table 7-1: Inventory of Publicly-Accessible Recreation and Open Space Facilities 
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Regional Park
Ft. Pierce Inlet State Park FL FL 10.74 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 680 Y - -

Savannas Leisure Recreation Area FL SLC 467.33 - 2 - - - - 32 9 36 2.5 4.6 Y - 1 - - - - Y Camping             
Boat Rental

Lawnwood Recreation Complex SLC SLC 117 8 - 2 - 4 2 7 3 2 0.4 1.4 - - - - - - - - Y
Consessions Driving 

Range Football 
Stadium

Indian Hills Golf Course FP FP 130 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Y
6,555 Yards           

18 holes/Par 72       
Driving Range

Bandstand/Gazebo Park SLC FP 0.21 - - - - - - 4 1 - - - - - - - - - - - -
Coon Island Bird Sanctuary U.S. FL 30.67 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2,300 - - Island
Fairway Park FP FP 0.19 - - - - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hayes Road Park FP FP 0.35 - - - - - - 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Marina Square FP FP 0.46 - - - - - - 3 1 1 0.4 - - - - - - - - - - Interactive Fountain
Old SLC Library FP FP 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Vacant Site
Sample Oaks Park FP FP 0.72 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Samuel Bennett/Boy Scout Park FP FP 0.4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Old Fort Park FP FP 3.25 - - - - - - 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Ellis Park FP SLC 16.02 - 3 - - 2 1 - 1 3 1.2 - Y 1 - - - - - - Y -
Ft. Pierce Marina FP FP 17.58 - - - - - - 6 - 3 - - - - 137 6 - Y - - Y Commercial Estbs.
Indian River Veterans Memorial Park FP SLC 15.66 - - - 24 - - 8 - - - - - - - 2 - - - - Y Includes Riverwalk

Jaycee Park FP FP 17.16 2 1 2 2 - 1 34 9 7 3.6 0.16 Y - - 2 - - 450 Y Y Volleyball             
Horse Shoe Pit

ML King/Dreamland Park FP SLC 16.83 - 2 - - 11 - - 1 3 1.2 - Y - - - - - - - Y -
North Causeway Island Park SLC SLC 11.5 - - - - - - - 9 15 3 - - - - 2 1,200 - - - Y -

South Causeway Island Park SLC SLC 16.6 - - - - - - - 11 13 6.76 - Y - - 2 1,200 Y - - Y Museum  Barbacue 
Grills

Dan McCarty Tennis Center SLC SLC 0.8 4 - - - - - 4 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Elks Little League Park SLC SLC 12.4 - - - - 2 5 9 - - - - - - - - - - - - Y Concessions
Fenn Park FP FP 3.8 1 1 Y Volleyball
Glidden/Garden Club Park FP FP 4.45 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Y Community Center
Goodwin Park FP FP 3.7 - - - - - - 3 - - - - Y - - - - - - - - -
Horatio Grisby Park SLC SLC 6.3 2 - - - 2 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - Y -
Lincoln Park Community Center SLC SLC 1.4 2 - - - - - 2 - - - - Y - - - - - - - Y Community Center
Maravilla Park SLC SLC 6.1 2 - - 2 - 6 - 6 1.2 - Y - - - - - - - Y Recreation Center
North 10th Street Park FP FP 1.44 - 1 - - - - 4 2 2 0.2 - Y - - - - - - - Y -
Pinewood Park FP FP 3.69 2 - 1 - - - - 1 4 0.6 - Y - - - - - - - Y -
Pioneer Park FP FP 8.8 - 2 2 - 3 1 16 6 1 1.4 0.64 Y - - - - - - - Y -
Rotary Park FP FP 5.5 - 1 1 - - - 6 5 8 0.8 - Y - - - - - - - Y -
South 29th Street Park FP FP 1.92 - - - - 1 - - - 2 0.2 - Y - - - - - - - Y -

Community Parks

Neighborhood Parks

Regional Park

Urban-District Park

Urban Open Spaces
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Table 7-1: Inventory of Publicly-Accessible Recreation and Open Space Facilities (Cont.)
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Avalon Avenue FP FP 0.22 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 60 Y - -
Blue Heron Dune Crossover FP FP 0.3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Y - -
Coconut Drive Park FP FP 0.77 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 81 Y - Parking Lot
Gulfstream Avenue Access Park FP FP 0.28 - - - - - - - 1 1 0.1 - - - - - - - 60 Y - Parking Lot
Kimberly Bergalis Park FP FP 2.18 - - - - - - - 3 - - - - - - - - - - Y Y Parking Lot
Porpoise Beach Crossing FP FP 0.27 - - - - - - - 1 - 0.1 - - - - - - - 60 Y - Parking Lot
South Beach Boardwalk SLC FP 6.49 - - - - - - 30 6 12 1.6 - - - - - - Y 1,234 Y Y Parking Lot
South Jetty Park FP FP 1.8 - - - - - - - 6 6 1.2 - - - - - 1,548 Y 400 - Y Parking Lot
St. Lucie Court FP FP 0.28 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 50 Y - -
Surfside Park FP FP 3.49 - - - - - - - 5 10 2.5 - - - - - - Y 702 Y Y Parking Lot

City Fishing Pier FP FP 0.25 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1,500 - - - - -

Heathcote Botanical Garden SLC Private 3.5
Community Center/ 

Gardens
Means Court Center SLC SLC 1.2 - 1 - - - 1 9 - - - - - - - - - - - - - School Board Facility
St. Lucie County Civic Center SLC SLC 8 - - - - - - - - 1 0.2 - - - - - - - - Y Demolition Pending

Chester A. Moore Elementary SLC SLC - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - - Y - - - - - - - - -
Dale Cassens School SLC SLC - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Dan McCarty Middle SLC SLC - 2 5 - - 1 1 - - - - 0.25 - - - - - - - - - Running Track
Delaware Avenue School SLC SLC - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Fairlawn Elementary SLC SLC - - 1 - - - 1 - - 4 - - Y - - - - - - - - -
Fort Pierce Central High School SLC SLC - 4 2 4 - 1 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Fort Pierce Elementary SLC SLC - - 2 - - - - - - - - - Y - - - - - - - - -
Fort Pierce Magnet School SLC SLC - - 1 - - 1 1 - - - - - Y - - - - - - - - -
Francis K. Sweet Elementary SLC SLC - - 1 - - 1 1 - - 4 - - Y - - - - - - - - -
Garden City Elementary SLC SLC - - 2 - - - 1 - - - - - Y - - - - - - - - -
Indian Hills School SLC SLC - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Indian River Community College FL FL - 6 1 6 - - 1 - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - -
Lawnwood Elementary SLC SLC - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - - Y - - - - - - - - -
Lincoln Park Academy SLC SLC - - 4 - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
St. Lucie Elementary SLC SLC - - 1 - - 1 1 - - - - - Y - - - - - - - - -
Weatherbee Elementary SLC SLC - - 1 - - - 1 - - 2 - - Y - - - - - - - - -

GRAND TOTAL - - 963.00 34 40 18 26 33 26 192 82 146 29.16 7.05 23 2 137 15 5,448 5 6,077 11 25 -

Notes: FP = City of Fort Pierce
FL = State of Florida
SLC = St. Lucie County
U.S. = United States
Ac = Acres
Mi = Miles
Ft = Feet
Y = Yes

Beach Access Sites

    Source: Calvin, Giordano & Associates, Inc.

Schools

Special Facilities
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Baseball/Softball            Ongoing  1 field/2,500 population 
Basketball       Ongoing  1 court/5,000 population 
Boat ramp        Ongoing             1 ramp/4,500 population 
Fishing Pier            Ongoing        1,600 linear feet/25,000 population 
Multi-Purpose/Soccer Field  Ongoing  1 field/3,000 population 
Picnic Area       Ongoing             1 acre/2,500 population 
Recreation Trail                  Ongoing             1.22 mile/10,000 population 
Swimming pool                  Ongoing  1 pool/50,000 population 
Tennis                        Ongoing  1 court/2,000 population 

 

Projected Future Needs 
 

Future needs for public park facilities can be projected using acreage inventories, population 
forecasts and future LOS benchmarks. Due to the fact that population growth is forecast to 
increase dramatically, the supply of existing recreation and open space resources will face 
mounting pressure to achieve both current LOS standards and heightened standards in future 
years. The City would also like to increase Neighborhood and Community Park level of service 
standards incrementally. Table 7-2 illustrates the adequacy of the City’s existing park land 
inventory to meet corresponding LOS standards through the forthcoming 25 year planning 
horizon.  
 
As indicated in Table 7-2, the City’s existing inventory of neighborhood park facilities will 
satisfy local demand at an acceptable LOS through 2010. With a slight increase in the Level of 
Service to 4.25 acres total in 2015 for Neighborhood and Community parks and with an increase 
in population, the City will experience a deficit in park space. This deficit will continue to 
mount throughout the future unless a reduced LOS is deemed acceptable; population projections 
prove to be inflated; or an increase in neighborhood park acreage is achieved to counter the 
effects of a rising population. 
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Table 7-2 Projected Park Needs 

Year Population 
(Projected)* 

Level of 
Service 
(LOS) 

Standard 

Park 
Acreage 

Needed to 
Maintain 

LOS 

Park 
Classification 

Park 
Acreage 

(Based on 
2006 

Inventory) 

Surplus/Deficit 
Based Upon 

Existing 
Inventory 

(Expressed in 
Acres) 

2005 38,569 

1.36 
Acres/1,000    
population 

52.45 Neighborhood 60.3 7.85 

2.50 
Acres/1,000 
population 

96.42 Community 111.35 14.93 

2010 44,051 

1.36 
Acres/1,000    
population 

59.91 Neighborhood 60.3 0.39 

2.50 
Acres/1,000 
population 

110.13 Community 111.35 1.22 

2015 50,507 

1.5 
Acres/1,000 
population 

75.76 Neighborhood 60.3 -15.46 

2.75 
Acres/1,000 
population 

126.27 Community 111.35 -14.92 

2020 62,449 

1.75 
Acres/1,000 
population 

109.29 Neighborhood 60.3 -48.99 

2.75 
Acres/1,000 
population 

171.73 Community 111.35 -60.38 

2025 63,029 

2.00 
Acres/1,000 
population 

126.06 Neighborhood 60.3 -65.76 

3.00 
Acres/1,000 
population 

189.09 Community 111.35 -77.74 

2030 63,029 

2.00 
Acres/1,000 
population 

126.06 Neighborhood 60.3 -65.76 

3.00 
Acres/1,000 
population 

189.09 Community 111.35 -77.74 

 
 



 
 

City of Fort Pierce Comprehensive Plan Page 7-13 Recreation and Open Space Element 
May 2007  

Table 7-3 Projected Facility Needs 

Year Population  Facility Level of Service (LOS) 
Standard 

Existing 
Number of 
Facilities 

(Based on 
2006 

Inventory) 

Number of 
Facilities 
Needed to 
Maintain 

LOS 

Surplus/Deficit 
Based Upon 

Existing Inventory  

2005 38,569 

Baseball/Softball 1 field per 2,500 population 33 15 18 
Basketball 1 court per 5,000 population 40 7 33 
Boat Ramp 1 ramp per 5,000 population 15 7 8 
Fishing Pier 1,600 linear feet per 25,000 5,448 ft. 2468 ft.  2980 ft.  

Multi-purpose field 1 field per 3,000 population 26 14 12 
Picnic Area 1 acre per 2,500 population 29 14 15 

Recreation Trail 1.22 miles/10,000 population 7 4.71 2 
Swimming Pool 1 pool/50,000 population 2 1 1 

Tennis 1 court per 2,000 population 34 19 15 

2010 44,051 

Baseball/Softball 1 field per 2,500 population 33 17 16 
Basketball 1 court per 5,000 population 40 9 31 
Boat Ramp 1 ramp per 5,000 population 15 9 6 
Fishing Pier 1,600 linear feet per 25,000 5,448 ft. 2819 ft. 2629 ft. 

Multi-purpose field 1 field per 3,000 population 26 15 11 
Picnic Area 1 acre per 2,500 population 29 15 14 

Recreation Trail 1.22 miles/10,000 population 7 5.37 2 
Swimming Pool 1 pool/50,000 population 2 1 1 

Tennis 1 court per 2,000 population 34 22 12 

2015 50,507 

Baseball/Softball 1 field per 2,500 population 33 20 13 
Basketball 1 court per 5,000 population 40 10 30 
Boat Ramp 1 ramp per 5,000 population 15 10 5 
Fishing Pier 1,600 linear feet per 25,000 5,448 ft.  3,232 ft.  2,216 ft. 

Multi-purpose field 1 field per 3,000 population 26 17 9 
Picnic Area 1 acre per 2,500 population 29 20 9 

Recreation Trail 1.22 miles/10,000 population 7 6 1 
Swimming Pool 1 pool/50,000 population 2 1 1 

Tennis 1 court per 2,000 population 34 25 9 

2020 62,449 

Baseball/Softball 1 field per 2,500 population 33 25 8 
Basketball 1 court per 5,000 population 40 12 28 
Boat Ramp 1 ramp per 5,000 population 15 12 3 
Fishing Pier 1,600 linear feet per 25,000 5,448 ft. 3,996 ft.  1,452 ft. 

Multi-purpose field 1 field per 3,000 population 26 21 5 
Picnic Area 1 acre per 2,500 population 29 21 8 

Recreation Trail 1.22 miles/10,000 population 7 7.61 -1 
Swimming Pool 1 pool/50,000 population 2 2 0 

Tennis 1 court per 2,000 population 34 31 3 

2025 63,029 

Baseball/Softball 1 field per 2,500 population 33 25 8 
Basketball 1 court per 5,000 population 40 13 27 
Boat Ramp 1 ramp per 5,000 population 15 13 2 
Fishing Pier 1,600 linear feet per 25,000 5,448 ft. 4,033 ft. 1,415 ft. 

Multi-purpose field 1 field per 3,000 population 26 21 5 
Picnic Area 1 acre per 2,500 population 29 21 8 

Recreation Trail 1.22 miles/10,000 population 7 8 -1 
Swimming Pool 1 pool/50,000 population 2 2 0 

Tennis 1 court per 2,000 population 34 32 2 

2030 63,029 
Baseball/Softball 1 field per 2,500 population 33 25 8 

Basketball 1 court per 5,000 population 40 13 27 
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Year Population  Facility Level of Service (LOS) 
Standard 

Existing 
Number of 
Facilities 

(Based on 
2006 

Inventory) 

Number of 
Facilities 
Needed to 
Maintain 

LOS 

Surplus/Deficit 
Based Upon 

Existing Inventory  
 

2030 63,029 

Boat Ramp 1 ramp per 5,000 population 15 13 2 
Fishing Pier 1,600 linear feet per 25,000 5,448 ft. 4,033 ft. 1415 ft. 

Multi-purpose field 1 field per 3,000 population 26 21 5 
Picnic Area 1 acre per 2,500 population 29 21 8 

Recreation Trail 1.22 miles/10,000 population 7 8 -1 
Swimming Pool 1 pool/50,000 population 2 2 0 

Tennis 1 court per 2,000 population 34 32 2 

Source: Calvin, Giordano & Associates, Inc., City of Fort Pierce. 
 
Table 7-3 shows projected facility needs based upon level of service standards adapted from 
Outdoor Recreation in Florida. The City of Fort Pierce currently enjoys ample park space and 
facilities. Investment in new facilities are not indicated until 2020 or until the City finds through 
the development of a Parks Master Plan or other public process that other types of facilities may 
be appropriate for Fort Pierce residents. Of course, existing facilities must be sustained and 
maintained so that new facilities compliment and enhance rather than replace the existing base 
of recreation assets. The City of Fort Pierce must aggressively, consistently and instantly pursue 
opportunities to build upon the existing inventory of public recreation facilities while funding 
the ongoing operation of present park, recreation and open space facilities.  
 
These findings reveal the critical importance of securing additional park lands in advance of, or 
concurrent with an escalating population. The City of Fort Pierce will rely upon a combination 
of public funds, private land dedications, private monetary contributions and other strategic 
approaches to proactively avoid projected facility deficiencies by way of land acquisition for 
recreation purposes. Yet at the same time, the City must be cautious not to neglect existing 
recreation and open space facilities in favor of new resources and opportunities. 
 
The following Goals, Objectives and Policies are hereby provided to steer the City of Fort 
Pierce toward a future of successful and adequate recreation and open space opportunities by 
protecting existing recreation and open space inventories; diverting deficient resource scenarios; 
accommodating the needs of existing and future residents; and mandating ambitious level of 
service standards.  
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RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT 
GOAL, OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES 

 
 

Goal 7 
To provide park facilities, recreation programs and open space resources that are safe, 
adequate, accessible to all City residents, and that contribute to the character and quality 
of life that defines Fort Pierce. 

 

7.1 Objective:  
Provide a sufficient supply of park, recreation and open space facilities to satisfy 
established level of service standards. 

 

7.1.1 Policy:  
Level of service standards for public recreation and open space facilities 
are hereby established as follows: 
 

Facility         Year        Unit of Measure 
Neighborhood Park:        2005  1.36 acre/1,000 population 

                        2010             1.36 acre/1,000 population 
                        2015  1.5 acre/1,000 population 
                             2020  1.75 acre/1,000 population 
                             2025  2.0 acres/1,000 population 

                           2030  2.0 acres/1,000 population 
Community Park:        2005  2.50 acre/1,000 population 

                             2010             2.50 acre/1,000 population 
                             2015  2.75 acre/1,000 population 
                             2020  2.75 acre/1,000 population 

                        2025  3.0 acres/1,000 population 
                    2030  3.0 acres/1,000 population 

Baseball/Softball      Ongoing  1 field/2,500 population 
Basketball       Ongoing  1 court/5,000 population 
Boat ramp        Ongoing             1 ramp/4,500 population 
Fishing Pier            Ongoing     1,600 linear feet/25,000 population 
Multi-Purpose/       Ongoing  1 field/3,000 population 
Soccer Field   
Picnic Area      Ongoing            1 acre/2,500 population 
Recreation Trail     Ongoing    1.22 mile/10,000 population 
Swimming pool     Ongoing  1 pool/50,000 population 
Tennis           Ongoing  1 court/2,000 population 

 

7.1.2 Policy:   
The City of Fort Pierce shall schedule existing facility deficiencies and 
foreseeable facility needs as part of the 5-year Capital Improvement 
Program. The Capital Improvement Program shall be updated on an 
annual basis to reflect the identification, planning and completion of 
recreation and open space projects and facilities. 
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7.1.3 Policy: 
Capital outlays for recreation and open space facilities shall be scheduled 
in chronological order according to the following priorities: 

 

1. facility improvements, expansions and/or replacements required 
to  
address preexisting LOS deficiencies;  

2. facility improvements, expansions and/or replacements required 
to mitigate forecasted LOS deficiencies; 

3. opportunities to secure environmentally sensitive and pristine 
lands such as wetlands, waterfront properties, shorelines, and 
habitat of endangered species;   

4. acquisition of lands that further the development of linked and 
continuous open space corridors; 

5. provision of recreation and/or open space facilities that are 
geographically located within areas not presently served by such 
opportunities; and, 

6. all other recreation and open space facilities not otherwise 
described above. 

 

7.1.4 Policy: 
The City shall construct skate parks and soccer fields as desired to 
enhance public recreation facilities. 

  
7.2 Objective:  

Require a proportionate amount of open space and recreation area to be 
provided by both private enterprise and public agencies. 

 

7.2.1 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce shall require that all future site development, and 
modifications of existing development to the extent possible, incorporate 
perimeter and interior landscape areas. All landscaping shall conform to 
existing and future guidelines established by the City of Fort Pierce. 

 

7.2.2 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce shall maintain and enforce minimum open space 
standards for both new development and modifications to existing 
development. These standards shall be prescribed within the City’s land 
development regulations. 
 

7.2.3 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce, through land development regulations, shall 
require recreation or open space area to be incorporated within all 
planned residential developments, mixed use developments, and 
residential development requiring site plan approval by the City 
Commission. The size of the required area shall correspond to the 
approved number of dwelling units as authorized on the plan of 
development approved by the City of Fort Pierce. 
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7.2.4 Policy: 
By 2009, the City of Fort Pierce shall consider and review regulatory 
mechanisms to facilitate the accrual of financial and land resources for 
the provision of Neighborhood Park and Community Park facilities. 
Suggested mechanisms include, but are not limited to impact fees, 
mandatory land dedications, preferential tax treatment, recreation and 
open space credits, and/or transfer of development rights. 
 

7.2.5 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce shall provide incentives for the inclusion of 
publicly accessible recreation and open space areas as part of private 
applications for development approval. These incentives shall be 
established and enumerated within the City’s land development 
regulations and may include such features as setback reductions, 
deviation from minimum lot dimensional requirements, inclusion of 
aquatic areas for purposes of calculating open space, and/or increases in 
permissible lot coverage, amongst other development characteristics and 
features as deemed acceptable by the City of Fort Pierce. 

 

7.3 Objective:  
Establish programs and procedures to continually monitor the quality and utility 
of all recreation and open space facilities within the City of Fort Pierce. 

 

7.3.1 Policy:   
The City of Fort Pierce shall consider and evaluate the creation of a Parks 
and Recreation Department.  

 

7.3.2 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce shall maintain, renovate and rehabilitate existing 
facilities to prevent unplanned and untimely deterioration of physical 
assets and to maximize the benefit of past expenditures. 

 

7.3.3 Policy:   
By 2010, the City of Fort Pierce shall develop a Parks Master Plan that 
inventories all publicly-owned recreation and open space facilities; 
identifies opportunities to development new park facilities and acquire 
other open space areas for public use; and that establishes a future vision 
for each such facility including recreation equipment, pedestrian 
accommodations and other physical improvements.  

 

7.3.4 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce shall continually solicit resident commentary to 
assess satisfaction with each recreation and open space facility, as well as 
priority acquisition sites. Findings shall be contained within the Parks 
Master Plan and used to determine future installations and improvements 
at each publicly-owned facility and development of future facilities.      

 

7.4 Objective: 
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Maximize the utility and function of recreation facilities and open space 
resources. 

 

7.4.1 Policy: 
The City of Fort Pierce shall encourage the strategic placement of 
recreation and open space facilities in a manner that coincides with and 
affords the preservation of existing native vegetation, visual corridors, 
and other quality natural resources. 

 

7.4.2 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce, as well as private parties and organizations, shall 
design and improve recreation facilities and open space areas in such a 
manner that respects natural environmental conditions to the maximum 
extent possible. 

 

7.4.3 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce, in coordination with  St. Lucie County, shall 
actively pursue the development of linear parks and integrated open space 
systems along waterfront properties by collocating pathways, pedestrian 
accommodations and plantings alongside waterways and water bodies 
such as, but not limited to canals, creeks, streams, rivers, lakes, channels 
and other water features. Where possible and when feasible, public access 
to waterfront areas shall be secured through the recordation of access 
easements or land dedication. 

 

7.4.4 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce, in conjunction with St. Lucie County, shall 
actively pursue and encourage the development of open space corridors 
that establish continuous linkages between park and recreation facilities, 
conservation areas, environmentally sensitive lands, non-vehicular 
pathways, natural water bodies, and other open space areas located 
throughout the city and extending beyond the city’s municipal boundary.  
 

7.4.5 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce shall discourage development proposals that 
would degrade visual corridors or vistas, compromise peaceful 
enjoyment, or otherwise produce incompatibilities that may encroach 
upon public recreation facilities and open space resources. 

 

7.4.6 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce shall encourage the preservation of quality natural 
resources and environmental areas by requiring conservation easements 
as a condition of development approval. 
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7.4.7 Policy:  
Where appropriate, the City of Fort Pierce shall consider opportunities for 
educational exhibits and programs, observation areas and nature trails 
during the planning and design process for all future recreation and open 
space facilities and renovation of existing facilities.  

 

7.4.8 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce shall prohibit the encroachment of unrelated 
easements, dedications, reservations, encumbrances, utilities and tracts 
within the boundaries of required recreation acreages and facilities. 

 

7.4.9 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce shall require that recreation areas within all future 
residential developments be improved with pedestrian or multi-use 
pathways, recreation equipment, shade structures, other pedestrian 
amenities, or a combination thereof. 

 

7.4.10 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce shall require that all future residential 
developments in excess of 100 dwelling units provide a community 
clubhouse, recreation center or similar communal building that is 
“hurricane hardened,” and equipped with a generator and accessory fuel 
storage system to supply power in the event of prolonged power outages.  
 

7.5 Objective:  
Provide unimpeded access to all public recreation facilities. 

   

7.5.1 Policy:   
All future dedications or purchases of land for public recreation use or 
purpose shall be located adjacent to a public right-of-way or access 
easement that provides a direct and continuous connection between 
publicly accessible lands. 

 

7.5.2 Policy:  
To the extent possible, paved pedestrian walkways and bicycle routes 
shall be incorporated into all future plans for new public recreation 
facilities and modifications to existing public recreation facilities. 
 

7.5.3 Policy:   
All existing and future parks and recreation facilities shall comply with 
provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

 

7.5.4 Policy:   
The City of Fort Pierce shall support and encourage the provision of mass 
transit services and infrastructure at all public recreation sites. 
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7.5.5 Policy:  
All future development and redevelopment plans for public recreation 
facilities shall incorporate bicycle racks and sufficient vehicular parking 
spaces.  

 

7.5.6 Policy: 
Parking areas shall be located in proximity to the primary attractions of 
each recreation site to the maximum extent that is possible and feasible. 

 

7.5.7 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce shall require paved pedestrian access between all 
internal facilities and buildings, vehicular use areas and access points, 
and peripheral pathways at the site of all future park and recreation 
facilities.   

 

7.6 Objective:  
Establish strategies to effectively coordinate the retention of existing recreation 
and open space opportunities, as well as the development of future opportunities, 
to meet public demands. 
 

7.6.1 Policy: 
The City of Fort Pierce shall continue to exchange ownership and share 
maintenance responsibilities with St. Lucie County for recreation and 
open space facilities located within city limits. 

 

7.6.2 Policy: 
The City of Fort Pierce shall refrain from liquidating recreation and open 
space lands located within existing city limits and future annexation 
areas. 

 

7.6.3 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce shall maintain cooperative relationships and seek 
to develop partnerships with both public and private agencies, groups, 
individuals, organizations and facilities that currently or may potentially 
offer recreation opportunities to City residents. 

 

7.6.4 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce shall pursue funding through recreation grants 
and bonds, as well as private donations and contributions, to meet local 
recreation needs. 

 

7.6.5 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce, in cooperation with St. Lucie County, shall 
coordinate efforts to facilitate the development of an urban-district park 
along or proximate to the western edge of the FPUA Urban Service 
Boundary. 

 

7.6.6 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce shall participate in the exchange of publicly 
owned land, excluding established recreation and open space properties, 
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with private property owners as a method to secure attractive and/or 
desired property for the provision of public recreation and open space 
opportunities. 

 

7.6.7 Policy:  
The City of Fort Pierce shall consider and evaluate the establishment of a 
Park and Recreation Trust Fund to accommodate financial contributions 
in lieu of land dedications for required recreation acreage. Financial 
contributions shall be considered and acceptable only in instances 
deemed appropriate by the City of Fort Pierce. 

 

7.6.8 Policy: 
In furtherance of an equitable distribution of recreation and open space 
facilities, the City of Fort Pierce, in cooperation with St. Lucie County, 
shall encourage the dedication, contribution and acquisition of land for 
neighborhood and community park facilities both in the western area of 
existing city limits and throughout the western portions of the City’s 
future annexation area. 


